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The Telavi Theater with its legacy, dramatic past and rich history is the most ancient theater centers in the Caucasus
Region. Among the permanent professional theaters in the Caucasus Region and of course in Georgia, it is the oldest one
that dates back the second half of the X VIII century, based on references in ancient sources.

In the X VIII century, Telavi became one of the most important political, social, economic, educational and cultural
centers in Georgia. Establishment and development of professional theatre in Telavi was facilitated by the political-
economic factors along with the rich theatre tradition (Improvised masqueraded folk theatre in Georgia— Berikaoba and
Keenoba) under the rule of King Erekle II. The first attempt to establish professional theatre performances occurred
under the reign of King Erekle II. In 1758, Erekle II established a theological-philosophical academy. Teaching
methods, content and techniques were similar to Russian theological educational institutions. As reported, students used
to learn rhetoric same as “Art of Words™ and declamation. The curriculum was designed to study the rules of dramatic
theory, resulting in a creation of a new, original play. The students of a theological-philosophical academy used to
perform wide range of plays with their own resources and performed it on the stage of the academy. The first such
performance was dedicated to the 3rd year anniversary of the academy in 1761. It is the period when the history of so

called “school theatre” started. This date is considered as the year of the first professional performance in Telavi.
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